
Taxonomy of Political Systems 
A Structural Map of Ideologies 

 
Understanding how freedom, equality, and order shape the structures of power. 

 
(This document accompanies The Political Nature of Man, Section II: The Language Trap*) 

 

hbar. ℏ 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………….……………. 

I. Introduction 
Political language is often treated as a battlefield of opinions rather than a system of ideas. The 
same words — “freedom,” “socialism,” “democracy” — describe radically different visions of 
human life. This document offers a structural map of political systems, tracing how societies 
organize power according to three moral intuitions: freedom, equality, and order. It is not a 
hierarchy of ideologies but a geometry of organization — a way to see how each system 
balances autonomy, coordination, and control. 
………………………………………………………………………………….…………….……………. 

II. Moral Dimensions 
Every political system reflects a moral emphasis. These dimensions define what each system 
seeks to preserve and the distortion that arises when it becomes absolute. 
 

Dimension Description Distorted Form 

Freedom Autonomy and initiative of individuals. Chaos, inequality. 

Equality Fairness and shared access to 
resources. 

Bureaucratic control. 

Order Stability, security, and predictability. Authoritarianism. 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………….……………. 

III. Organizational Archetypes 
 
These three archetypes represent recurring organizational logics — ways societies distribute 
authority and coordinate collective life. Every ideology gravitates toward one or blends between 
them. 
 



 

Archetype Moral 
Center 

Logic of Organization Risk of Excess 

Centralized 
Coordination 

Equality → 
Order 

Power flows downward through institutions; 
coordination by command and planning. 

Bureaucracy, stagnation, 
authoritarianism. 

Spontaneous Order Freedom Coordination through voluntary exchange; 
order emerges from competition and 
adaptation. 

Inequality, oligarchy, 
privatization of power. 

Distributed 
Cooperation 

Freedom + 
Equality 

Federated, self-governing communities; 
coordination through communication and 
mutual aid. 

Fragmentation, inconsistency, 
local isolation. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………….……………. 

IV. Ideological Expressions 
 
Ideologies are not arbitrary labels but historical dialects of these archetypes. The table below 
shows how major systems express these moral priorities in practice. 
 

Ideology Primary Archetype Moral Emphasis Structural Logic 

State Socialism Centralized Coordination Equality → Order Collective ownership via state 
planning. 

Liberal Democracy Blend (Spontaneous + 
Centralized) 

Freedom → Equality Regulated markets within 
constitutional order. 

Libertarian Capitalism Spontaneous Order Freedom Self-correcting markets, 
minimal state. 

Anarcho- 
Syndicalism 

Distributed Cooperation Freedom + Equality Worker cooperatives, federated 
councils. 

Fascism Centralized Coordination 
(extreme) 

Order → Purity Hierarchy, nationalism, myth of 
unity. 

Technocracy Hybrid (Centralized + 
Spontaneous) 

Order + Efficiency Governance by expertise and 
data. 

Social Democracy Blend (Centralized + 
Spontaneous) 

Equality + Freedom Market economy with 
redistributive welfare. 



 
Gradient Index  
 
These form the primary nodes of the political “map” — everything else is a permutation. 
You can visualize them as coordinate centers in a three-axis space (Freedom, Equality, Order). You could express 
each ideology as a percentage blend of the three organizing values. (Numbers are illustrative, not fixed). 
 
 

Ideology Freedom Equality Order 

State Socialism 20% 60% 20% 

Liberal Democracy 45% 35% 20% 

Libertarian Capitalism 70% 10% 20% 

Anarcho-Syndicalism 50% 45% 5% 

Fascism 10% 10% 80% 

Technocracy 25% 25% 50% 

Social Democracy 40% 45% 15% 

 
Hybrid and Transitional Systems 
 
Many ideologies occupy the borderlands between archetypes. Christian Democracy, Green Politics, and Civic 
Republicanism mix moral traditions of order and equality. Neo-liberalism merges spontaneous order with technocratic 
oversight. Populism and nationalism amplify order and belonging at the expense of complexity. Each of these can be 
placed within the same moral geometry — not as exceptions, but as transient points in an evolving system. 

❖​ Christian Democracy: community ethics + welfare with constitutional constraints → ~30% Freedom, ~35% 
Equality, ~35% Order.​
 

❖​ Green Politics: individual liberties + strong equality + precautionary order in ecology → often ~35/45/20.​
 

❖​ Neo-liberalism: high market freedom with technocratic regulation → ~60/15/25.​
 

❖​ Populist Nationalism: elevated order/belonging, volatile on freedom/equality → ~20/20/60. 

Plotted on a triangle (Freedom–Equality–Order), ideologies become positions rather than slogans. This makes 
disagreement legible: not which tribe you’re in, but which balance you favor. 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………….……………. 

V. Reflections 
The world’s ideologies, for all their complexity, orbit a few enduring principles. Each system 
reflects an attempt to balance freedom, equality, and order — and each distorts when one 
principle overwhelms the rest. Seeing politics structurally allows us to escape the illusions of 
partisanship and recover what political thought was meant to be: a study of how human beings 
can live together freely and well. 



Clear language is the foundation of free thought. The act of naming — precise, careful, and 
honest — is the first form of self-governance. 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………….……………. 

end. 
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